1931 ] Conrad-H arris: Mr a 


suremnt of Adult Inhih^n,;- 


THE EREK-ASSOOl ATI ON 1 l'** s * 

A ^-association tot w» . . 

the following rules: 

1. Mostoi the stimulus wunls shell n-l.ljt * >•*» 

(1) predicate and definitive and (2) voMfdtfiab aft 

responses. fi .. 

For example: the stimulus “vinhd” reaiiity ** - 

re ,p.r,“ *•*v" *•.« . 

“pansy,” "rose,” etc. ( 

2. Most of the stimulus words shall he **timw<>n, 

hut scattered among these simple wonl* shall be a *'.•»•),on *' '* 

of harder, less common words. 

Eesponscs indicating comprehension of the.*. » <o*oli 

able in the diagnosis of iiitolligom-.-. 

3. Words which are likely to enlt forth on.- or Hv< t 
associates closely hound to the stimulus hv u-rb.il iuM, d. 
avoided. 

Such stimulus worths obviously ovoko a uniform, t-Ofmr Him* * 4.*.h t jo < v 
reaction. 

4. Stimulus words shall bo avoided wliadi, imr *n 
selves or through their probable lussoidnbv** mittm* rmnh*<tuit i; i 
turbance, or inhibit the frmtom of irvuu’inf ion, 

Of course the omotional <llHturlumt*«Mlo|«ni4i in fi.tif > r 

subject; but a word like 4 4 sox/* or 41 four/* or M n }“, t 

likely to produce 4 blocking* than is 14 fmjmr, 11 or 44 walk, * ’ " 1 1 ov J, *' 

5. Slang* words shall ho uxvludmh 

6. Words with two or more* distinotSy dttlV§vttf io^u.'.h^h 
shall be avoided. 

For example, 44 saw>* (noun and vorbh 44 fim« M wmt ?* $ 

etc. 

7. Words with more than eight l.-th-rs nhuil 1..- < 

The purpose of this 1 h to minimi/..-, in ti... mlutf ;nh ; ^\ a,. 

appearance of difficulty or erudition in the nltm.iiui om.b, 
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INTRODUCTION 

Unselected adults are, in general, decidedly averse to sub¬ 
mitting to an ordinary intelligence test. (2) Furthermore, even 
if the adults are willing to be examined, it is usually difficult or 
expensive to bring them together for purposes of group-testing. 
Imagine, for instance, the difficulty of congregating all the adult 
first cousins of the children of a school population! Such a 
sample, however, might well be reached by mail—if only we had 
an intelligence test sufficiently novel and interesting to supply 
adequate motivation for response, and sufficiently disguised and 

i For the stimulation of our interest in the field represented by this 
study, we wish to acknowledge our indebtedness to Professor Harold E. 
Jones, Director of Research at the Institute of Child Welfare of the 
University of California. We also take pleasure in acknowledging the 
assistance of Dr. Alexander Fichandler, the principal of the school in 
which the test results were obtained. 
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personal to prevent eonsultation ur cheating. With thes 
thoughts in mind, a free-assoeiation test was constructed by the 
senior author. 

Mention has often been made of the relation between intelli 
gence and the types of response evoked by a free-assoeiation test' 
The reports of various investigators upon this question have to 
be sure, sometimes failed to agree; owing apparently to dis 
parities in sampling, and to ditferenees in procedure'and lists 
of stimulus words. The main qualitative findings of these inves¬ 
tigators, however, may he very briefly summarized as follows' 
As age and intelligence increase, subjects tend to respond with 
fewer predicates and definitions, ami more opposites and eoordi- 
nates; ,ir " 171 in addition, a change from concreteness to abstract¬ 
ness is noted in response,"'" ! - These (hidings have in no 
instance been accompanied by a quantitative determination of 
the utility of a free-assoeiation test for the measurement of 
intiIligenee. 1 he pieseut experiment aims at such a determina¬ 
tion. On the basis of certain a priori considerations and pre¬ 
liminary results l which need md here be discussed), we enter¬ 
tained a stronger hop.* in the possibilities of an association test 
than other investigators seemed willing to admit. 

A valid free association test would, it seems to us, fulfil most 
of the special requirements for tin* testing of adults who are 
a\crse to 01 dinarv intelligence tesis. The association test 
oilers the subject a task more or less novel and agreeable; the 
intelligence-testing purpose of the task is certainly not obvious; 
and the task is sufficiently personal to discourage consultation or 
cheating. I lit* simplicity nt the directions for a free-assoeiation 
test is a final advantage making it admirably suited for distribu¬ 
tion by mail, and sell administration by tin* subjects. 
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